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country, treeless and sterile though it be, and are
extremely unwilling to go down any of the passes
which lead to more genial climes. The poverty of this
province, however, has not saved it from more than
one conquest. Nearly a thousand years ago, it was
under the Lassa Government; and two centuries after,
it fell under the dominion of Kublai Khan. In more
recent times, it was sometimes subject to the Chinese
Tartars and sometimes to the chiefs of Baltistan or of
Ladak, according to which party happened to have the
upper hand in the neighbourhood. It came into our
possession about thirty years ago, through an arrange-
ment with the Maharajah of Kashmir, into whose
power it had fallen, and was conjoined with Kiilu under
an assistant commissioner in 1849.